REVOLT FROM THE VILLAGE

America as a child and had grown up in American circum-
stances. But, a scholar and a critic of learning and taste, he
found he could not join in the ordinary immigrant chorus of
praise. He liked neither Puritanism nor vulgarity. From being
one of the most effective critics of the newer literature he
turned to being a novelist. In his powerful The Case of Mr.
Crump (1926), published only in Paris, he created the
most unpleasant woman in American fiction, or perhaps in
any. In The Island Within (1928), Stephen Escott (1930),
and Last Days of Shylock (1931) he studied with much
subtlety, if with occasional melodrama, the relations between
Jews and Christians.

The immigrant novels called attention to a new frontier in
America. Its pioneers do not, like the earlier ones, face hostile
savages and stubborn nature. They are more likely to be set
down in shop or mill or mine, herded in slums, exploited by
the descendants of pioneers who came first. With the newer
stocks an ancient process begins over again. Even those who,
like Lewisohn's characters, do not live on the plane of bare
survival, have to endure prejudice and insult. Yet one of the
immigrants dealt with the old frontier, but dealt with it in
a new way. Ole Edvart Rolvaag (1876-1931) came from Nor-
way at twenty to South Dakota, and for most of his mature
life was professor of Norwegian at St Olaf College in Min-
nesota. He strongly defended the right of Norwegians in
America to keep their racial culture, deplored their inclination
to drift away from it. The best of his novels, and the best of
all immigrant novels in the United States, was written in
Norwegian, first published in Norway in two parts (1924-25),
and translated into English with the title Giants in the Earth
(1927). Completely naturalized, the book is as much a part
of American literature as of Norwegian. The scene is South
Dakota in the seventies. The chief characters are Per Hansa,
an inland viking with a fated passion to conquer the wilder-
ness, and Beret Holm, his terrified companion who is always